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The Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice 
The Ministry of Justice 
102 Petty France 
London 
WC1H 9AJ        11 February 2012 
 
 
Dear Lord Chancellor 
 
R –v- Bideford Town Council ex parte the National Secular Society and Bone  
[2012] 175 EWHC Admin (10/02/2012)  
 
The Judgment in this case fills me with despair.  The Judge said that it is unlawful for 
Councillors to pray at the start of a council meeting.  
 
What now does the word ‘unlawful’ mean: does it not imply that the conduct referred to is 
wrong, an offence, a usurpation of power, and to be condemned? How can it be right to 
condemn as wrong what our religion teaches us is not only right but our bounden duty?    
 
A Council has no power to pray, because God has not given it a voice. Only the Councillors 
have voices, and it is the Councillors and the minister of religion invited by the Mayor or 
Chairman of the meeting, who pray, as God has given them power to do so.  No-one needs 
the permission of Parliament to speak.  Our freedom of expression is guaranteed and must 
be respected by all Judges.    
 
The argument based on section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 is surely phoney.  
The Act does not list the things that Councils have power to do. It simply confirms in section 
179 that the functions already established by earlier enactments shall continue to be 
assigned to the three tiers of local authorities. It does not specify what councillors or those 
invited to speak at council meetings are allowed to talk about. If it did, this would infringe 
freedom of expression.  
 
I congratulate Mr Eric Pickles for bringing in the Localism Act as soon as possible so that 
local authorities are acknowledged to have the general power to which they have always 
been entitled by ancient custom and practice and under common law. This certainly includes 
the power to have prayers said at the start of council meetings. 
 
Judges must accept that their role is not to make law, but faithfully to apply statutes as they 
are intended to be read, and to uphold the common law and customs of England and Wales.   
This Judge is making up the law, and this must be stopped.  

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael Hall    

 


